
Reaching zeRo 
Relies on india
M. Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS
4 July 2011
New Delhi
Speech to the National Convention of Parliamen-
tarians, Legislators, Zila Parishad Chairpersons, 
and Mayors on HIV/AIDS

speech | 2011



 

 

UNAIDS’ vision: Zero new HIV infections. Zero discrimination. Zero AIDS-related deaths. 
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Reaching zero relies on India 
 

Your Excellency, Mr. Prime Minister; Your Excellency, Mrs Sonia Gandhi; Honourable 
Ministers, Chief Ministers, Members of Parliament, the President of this Forum, my friend 
Oscar Fernandes, Ladies and gentlemen. 

 

The presence of the Prime Minister and Mrs Gandhi here today is a strong signal of your 
personal commitment to the people of India, particularly to people without a voice and 
people living with HIV. 

 

It is an honour and privilege for me to be here today, taking part of this important and unique 
gathering. I have travelled the world and it is clear that this gathering is a manifestation of 
your democracy, showing the power of your grassroots social equality in action.  

 

This Convention is coming at an important moment of formidable changes in the world.  

 

It is important to recognize India’s role as a global power, leading innovation and a global 
revolution in technology transfer. Today, the power of social media is connecting people and 
issues around the world in real time. Today, India is using its role to exercise decisive 
influence in key global debates.   

 

We are also seeing the power of social movements. If we look at the events from Tunisia to 
Cairo, people in the street have been asking for transparent governance systems. 
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These changes are very important – obliging us to reflect on the paradigms we use for 
development. 

 

The traditional approaches to development are no longer acceptable, no longer viable. What 
we need is a new development paradigm – a new deal.  A new partnership framework built 
on a common vision for shared responsibility and mutual accountability. 

 

In the case of the AIDS response, we are at a transformational moment. As outlined by the 
Honourable Minister of Health, we are seeing historic progress, globally and here in India. 

 

Let us not forget that in 1996 at the International AIDS Conference in Vancouver, India was 
branded as the future AIDS capital of the world, with infection levels projected to reach 20 
million people living with HIV by 2010. You have proven them wrong. You have turned-
around this epidemic in 10 years. You have reduced the rate of new infections by 50%. You 
have removed HIV-related travel restrictions, and restored the dignity of people living with 
HIV. You have taken a revolutionary stand to end the criminalization of people on the basis 
of their sexual orientation.  

 

Globally, we are experiencing historic success against this epidemic. 

 

We have to remember that just over 10 years ago, Mrs Sonia Gandhi addressed the United 
Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS. At that time, many were against 
the inclusion of treatment targets in the Declaration. They were concerned that the world 
would never have the resources to make treatment available to poor people in low and 
middle-income countries. At the time we had less than 50,000 people with access to 
treatment in Africa.  

 

Today we have 6.6 million people living with HIV alive and receiving HIV treatment. This was 
made possible thanks to the key role India has played as the world’s leading producer of 
high-quality generic drugs. Today 86% of people on treatment in low- and middle-income 
countries are receiving antiretroviral drugs made in India.  

 

I recently met a man living with HIV in Nigeria. When he learned that I was going to India, he 
asked me to share his story with you. Ten years ago, he was critically ill with AIDS and was 
on his death bed. Today he is a healthy father of three children who are HIV free. Today he 
is alive thanks to the medication he received from India. 

 

Your Excellencies, the world has made great progress in globalizing the global economy. But 
we are failing to globalize social justice. We are still failing to redistribute opportunity equally 
and remove inequities.  
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AIDS is still metaphor for inequality, showing that the value of life is not the same across the 
world. 

 

Many people fortunate to be living in Western world no longer die of AIDS. For them, AIDS 
has been transformed into a chronic disease. But every year, for 1.8 million people living 
with HIV in the developing world, HIV infection is still a death sentence. 

 

If you are living with HIV in the North, you are virtually assured of having a baby born HIV-
free, while 400,000 babies are still born each year with HIV in the developing world. It is a 
tragedy that one-third of these babies will die before their second birthday. 

 

I am humbly requesting the Prime Minister and Mrs Gandhi to make this objective—no 
babies are born with HIV—part of your mission and your legacy to the people of India. I ask 
you to lead the movement to ensure that by 2015 all children in will be born free of HIV and 
their mothers will be kept alive.  

 

We have the technology and know-how to make this happen. We need your political 
leadership to transform this achievable goal into reality. If you begin this movement in India, 
you can help us make this a reality for the rest of the world. 

 

I have a bold vision of the world – a world where there are zero new HIV infections, zero 
instances of stigma and discrimination, and zero AIDS-related deaths. 

 

We will only transform this vision into reality if India will play its full role in this transformation, 
domestically and on the world stage. 

 

We will only achieve this vision if we can mobilize young people as agents of change. 

 

We will only achieve this vision if India retains its role as the world’s leading producer of 
high-quality generic medication, and lead the push for the next generation in HIV 
treatment—Treatment  2.0 

 

We will only achieve this vision if India resists pressure from other countries to place limits 
on TRIPs flexibilities. 

 

We will only achieve this vision if India can leverage its new partnership with Africa to 
provide innovation and transfer of technology needed to end this epidemic. 

 

We will only transform this vision into reality if India will play its full role in this transformation, 
domestically and on the world stage. 
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Thank you. 

 

[END]  

 

Contact 
UNAIDS Geneva | Sophie Barton-Knott | tel. +41 22 791 1697 | bartonknotts@unaids.org 

 

UNAIDS 
UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, is an innovative United Nations 
partnership that leads and inspires the world in achieving universal access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support. Learn more at unaids.org. 

 

 


